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INTRODUCTION

Early June in Estonia offers good spring birding in northern Europe, the weather settled compared to
April and May. The following account is a summary of key highlights of birds seen during the tour.
Please note that the day narratives are by no means intended to be exhaustive, instead they outline
key highlights for each day. For the sake of consistency all species in the systematic list below possess
names as defined by AviList version 2025 (AviList Core Team. 2025. AviList: The Global Avian Checklist,
v2025. https://doi.org/10.2173/avilist.v2025), if a species possesses a more commonly used English name,
then this is present within brackets in the systematic list. But its commonly used English name is
used within the narratives for sake of reader ease. The systematic list is correct to the best of my
knowledge as of June 2026. The tour was led by Tarvo Valker and Andrew Kinghorn.

WEDNESDAY 3fP JUNE

Arrival in Tallinn was early evening. The first bird of the trip not far from the airport was a brief
Northern Goshawk. The drive to our accommodation was fairly uneventful on the bird and mammal
front, but upon arrival at our accommodation we were serenaded by Thrush Nightingale. We got
our heads down in order to be up early the next morning keen to take in our first day’s birding in
Estonia.

THURSDAY 4™ JUNE

After a half-decent night sleep, we headed out early to try for our first target; Barred Warbler. With
patience we did manage to eventually connect with this stunning species in breeding-plumage, the
male in his song flight showed well but we managed perched views of a female on numerous
occasions. Whilst all this was going on, we had good views of Caspian Tern flying overhead and the
antics of Little Tern were also well received. The morning was getting on, and we retreated back to
our hotel for a well-deserved breakfast. Post-breakfast,we headed back out to see if we could see any
waders, there was a good selection on that front with numerous Eurasian Curlew and Northern
Lapwing on offer. The bushes were alive with Icterine Warbler, always a highlight to see and hear
on any trip. From here we headed to a viewing tower, this was definitely worth the effort we had our
first White-tailed Eagles of the trip and surprises came in the form of Barnacle and Tundra Bean
Goose.

Checking the fields in the area was definitely worth our time, we had multiple stunning male
Montagu’s Harriers, this species breeds in good numbers still in Estonia. Some roadside Grey
Partridge were a nice surprise, and with patience we added our main target in the area; Ortolan
Bunting. Whilst watching this bird, a flyover European Honey Buzzard was our first of the trip, as
was a flyover White-backed Woodpecker, but it remained frustratingly difficult to see as is typical
at this time of year in Estonia when it comes to the woodpeckers. The day was now getting warm and
the bird activity had dropped, so with this in mind we retreated back to our accommodation for a
rest before our evening meal and early-evening birding session.

Post-evening meal, we headed to an impressive marsh close by, the avifauna here was seriously
impressive. Scanning the marsh itself we got good views of both Black Tern and Little Gulls, a
booming Bittern typically remained heard rather than seen. Flyover Great Egrets felt like they had
reached almost plague-like proportions! With patience most got good views of Savi’s Warblers, and
Water Rail was heard calling in the marsh. We also had views on the scope of distant Red-necked
Grebes that were showing well, even if a little distant. Our final adventure of the day involved
looking for Ural Owl, it did not take us long before we were enjoying views and atmosphere from
two birds, as well as superb views of European Nightjars, all from the comfort of the quiet roadside.

FRIDAY 5™ JUNE

The day was started off with a sea-watch, but we could not resist scanning the shoreline of course, a
distant adult White-tailed Eagle had to be scoped. In terms of passage there was a good passage of
Common Scoter and within them we also had a single Velvet Scoter, a good result. Divers passing
here at that time of year tend to be Black-throated Diver and indeed with patience we obtained
views of one. After a good forty-five minutes or so we decided to call it a day and move on to check
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some coastal habitat and harbour. The harbour itself was typically quiet for the time of year, but the
surrounding vegetation proved much more productive. We added our only Firecrest of the trip and
an incredibly showy Icterine Warbler was also a trip highlight. Flyover Common Crossbills
allowed us to obtain brief views, some of our only of the trip.
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(Lesser Spotted Eagle — Estonia - June 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn)
We came across a fantastic roadside Lesser Spotted Eagle post lunch, the bird was obliging enough
to allow us to pull up alongside it for some really fantastic views before the bird retreated a little back
into the trees. After lunch we headed off to look for some raptors in the Hindaste area, upon arriving
it was clear immediately we had timed the visit well, a large soaring raptor was on view, stopping the
vehicle for a closer look revealed it to be an immature Eastern Imperial Eagle, this was only the third
ever record for Estonia, a national rarity! Other raptors in the area were much more expected, a
distant White-tailed Eagle flew over and a flypast brief European Honey-Buzzard were also well
received. One of the other highlights here was to watch multiple hunting male Montagu’s Harriers,
it is very hard not to be inspired by this truly stunning species.

SATURDAY 6™ JUNE

After a late-ish breakfast we headed off for one last look for coastal waders, but passage had seemed
to have halted for us. A very distant singing Golden Oriole was understandably well received, but
was outshone by a showy Wryneck singing atop of a barn and showing well. From here we headed
off toward Audru polder nature reserve in the Pdrnu area. This is an extensive area of reedbed and
marshes right by the coast. We started off by checking the marshes themselves, here we added some
smart breeding-plumage wading birds, including Black-tailed Godwit and Eurasian Curlew.
However, the real target here did materialise with good views of Marsh Sandpiper, a little distant in
the scope but this can be a hard bird to catch up with on its breeding grounds in Europe. We had a
break for lunch and returned after some wet weather had moved through, it was breezy but we did
have some breathtaking views of Penduline Tit and several pairs of Citrine Wagtails showed
remarkably well. Despite the strong winds the Great Reed Warblers put on a strong performance
and we even managed views of some of the individuals.
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With the weather forecast to be less than optimal we took a break until the evening. Post-evening
meal, we went back out again to try some nearby mixed woodland. We tried numerous times for
Pygmy Owl, but to no avail. Though we did get good views of White-backed Woodpecker, in the end
we ended up with both this species and Great Spotted Woodpecker together in the same tree. To
finish off the evening we headed out in the hope of Great Snipe, on this occasion at this lek it was not
to be, but we did get a good dusk chorus from Corncrake, and one bird showed remarkably well on
the roadside.
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(Corncrake — Estonia - June 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn)

SUNDAY 7™ JUNE

We had a more relaxed morning and headed off to look for some forest birds, we didn’t even need to
get into the vehicle before a new trip bird, a Eurasian Hobby, flew over the van and away. On arrival
at the forest, we immediately heard another trip target, a Greenish Warbler started singing and with
patience showed reasonably well. We then took a walk into the surrounding woodland, we had good
views of multiple Pied Flycatchers as well as Crested Tit. Eventually we got good views of a Pygmy
Owl, the bird flew in and performed nicely before heading off back into deeper forest. It was followed
shortly after by a singing Red-breasted Flycatcher, this individual also turned out to be an attractive
male. Further into the forest and at our final stop, we had excellent views of a Middle Spotted
Woodpecker, this male was in a slightly unusual forest for the species with a lot of conifers
dominating.

We had some afternoon downtime and then headed back out for an evening session. We had good
views of European Nightjar and rodding Woodcock put on a good show. We were, however, keen
to get out for some pre-breakfast birding and so retreated back to our accommodation for a
reasonably early finish.

MONDAY 8™ ]JUNE
We started the day off early and headed to an undisclosed location close to our accommodation to
look for Greater Spotted Eagle. Very quickly after having exited the vehicle we located a lone,
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distant bird sitting atop an isolated tree, upon looking through the telescope it became apparent it
was indeed a Greater Spotted Eagle, it soon after flew past us giving good views, landing in the field
to forage for prey before perching up in a tree again. Critically, this bird was both ringed and satellite
tagged, meaning it had also been DNA tested and confirmed to be unadmixed rather than a hybrid.
There are growing conservation issues with this species, it is in decline and the sparseness of suitable
mates has driven birds to start hybridising with Lesser Spotted Eagle, a species that is closely
related and overlaps in range. Without a doubt this was the rarest species (in European terms) we
encountered on the trip. We then headed back to the hotel for some breakfast and to pack up as we
were moving on.

We had a fair bit of driving to do before reaching our next accommodation, it was to be our final
accommodation of the tour. On arrival we headed to a well-known spot for Booted Warbler, it
didn’t take too long before the target bird was located. In the end there were at least three singing
males, but one in particular showed well with some patience. Nearby a typically gravelly industrial
area held a pair of Little Ringed Plovers, that offered a flavour of home! After sorting our lunch and
bags we headed for some local birding in the immediate area. Our first stop was at a wetland area
close by, we had calling Little Crake almost immediately upon arrival, this is a rare breeding species
in Estonia and breeds in varying numbers in Estonia depending upon the year. A slow walk along
some good habitat provided an extremely well-picked-out Black Stork overhead, a tricky species to
connect with in Estonia. We had our only Lesser Spotted Woodpecker of the tour here and the bird
obliged for us. Post our evening meal we then headed out for our birding session of the day. We
headed straight for a Great Snipe lek, on arrival the calm conditions meant we immediately heard the
males calling and were fortunate enough to locate some birds on the deck, they offered great views in
the scope. A real surprise came in the form of a roadside Great Grey Shrike, our only observation on
the tour of this species. We watched the lek for some time before deciding to call it a night and
returning back to the hotel.

TUESDAY 9™ JUNE

After a late breakfast we took a short drive to take a look for some species we were missing. We went
to some fantastic woodland, once again Wood Warbler was common and easy to see and a surprise
came in the form of a calling Spotted Nutcracker, but despite exercising some patience the bird
would not show. We also had good views of Nuthatch and Crested Tit, always well received. From
here we headed off to look at Lake Peipsi, this lies on the border between Estonia and Russia. From
here we had good views of flyover White-tailed Eagle and scanning over into Russia we could see
Great Egrets in good numbers along the reedbed there. Post lunch we visited a beautiful circular
walk, here we added Kingtisher to the trip list as well as Grey Wagtail, multiple of the latter were
seen. This picturesque spot also held Wood and Willow Warbler. We had some downtime in some
unpleasant weather, we went out again in the evening and finally managed visuals of Golden Oriole,
we also had a very vocal Great Reed Warbler which was well received.

WEDNESDAY 10" JUNE

It was our final morning’s birding; we took a very short trip to our final morning birding of the trip.
We didn’t have to wait long before one of the final targets of the trip fell; Blyth’s Reed Warbler was
singing and with patience showed. As is usual the Golden Orioles remained remarkably difficult to
see, but their glorious song echoed around the early morning chorus. On the way back to the vehicle
and unusually showy Thrush Nightingale was also very well received; despite having heard multiple
individuals it was always good to finally get good prolonged views of this often-showy species.

After breakfast it was time to start making our way back toward Tallinn. We stopped at a charming
nature reserve where we finally got Grey-headed Woodpecker as well as good views of a singing
male Red-backed Shrike and a flyover male Golden Oriole. Sadly, a brief Wryneck alongside the
Grey-headed Woodpecker could not be relocated upon exiting the vehicle. Another highlight here
included our only Redwings of the trip. We arrived in Tallinn with plenty of time. This allowed for
one final birding stop near the airport to look for Northern Goshawk, whilst we were not successful
on this occasion, we had great views of Wood Warbler and Pied Flycatcher.
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We headed back to Tallinn airport where the tour concluded.

Systematic List
LIST KEY:
.= Species expected to be encountered regularly on a typical tour of Estonia during this period.
= Species less likely to be seen routinely, but with focused effort are still reasonably
achievable.
= Species that are difficult to observe on a standard tour and generally require targeted searching;
this category also includes vagrants.
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Species List Scientific name

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
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Greater Spotted Eagle
Eastern Imperial Eagle
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(Penduline Tit - Estonia - June 2026 - © Andrew Kinghorn)

Oriole Birding % Estonia 2026 n




