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INTRODUCTION

Late May in Finland offers fantastic spring birding in northern Europe, the weather is often much
more settled than in April, but it can be cold at times. The following account is a summary of key
highlights of events and birds seen during the tour. Please note that the day narratives are by no
means intended to be exhaustive, instead they outline highlights for each day. For the sake of
consistency all species below possess names as defined by AvilList version 2025 (AviList Core Team.
2025. AviList: The Global Avian Checklist, v2025. https://doi.org/10.2173/avilistv2025), and to my best
knowledge are correct as of June 2026. The tour was led by Pentti Kallio and Andrew Kinghorn.

TUESDAY 26™ MAY
We landed in Oulu mid-afternoon and with time on our hands we were all eager to head out for our
first day’s birding, admittedly things were a bit slow in the strong wind and warm sun, but notable
birds came in the form of flyover Little Gulls and a smart red Common Rosefinch. The real treat
today came after our evening meal when we headed out to take a look at some owls, our first stop was
to take a look at a Pygmy Owl nestbox, as we approached, we were rudely interrupted by a calling
Black Woodpecker, which then flew over us. Upon arriving at the Pygmy Owl box we didn’t have to
wait long before seeing the male and a real treat came when the female also peered out of the nest box
for a short time. Content with this we then took a very short walk to look at an impressive Great
Grey Owl on an old Goshawk nest, what was a little frustrating is a few of us glanced what was
clearly the male returning to feed his mate, but by the time we got there he had departed. After this
memorable experience it was a short drive to a pair of Ural Owls, the night was really getting on now
and as if by magic the male flew in with a Siskin prey item for his mate, she shuffled around the
nesting platform somewhat to reveal her downy chick. What a truly memorable first evening birding
around Ouluy, it will live long in the memory for many, I am sure.

(Three-toed Woodpecker — Oulu - May 2026 - © Andrew Kinghorn)

WEDNESDAY 27 MAY

Given we were out until close to midnight, we had a well-deserved lie-in and then it was up and out
after breakfast for some woodpecker action. This year had not only been a good year around Oulu for
owls but for woodpeckers also. Our first stop was to wait to see a Three-toed Woodpecker, the
male performed superbly well, certainly this was my best views of this species. We then walked
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through the woodlands, on the way we had multiple Wood Warblers, some Eurasian Treecreepers,
and our next target showed well too when a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker came out of its nesting
hole - result! A walk back to the main road for our final woodpecker of the wood; Grey-headed
Woodpecker, we also stopped by a Black Woodpecker nest hole where the chick from the day
before had fledged the nest already, it was interesting to then walk around the base of the tree and see
the sheer amount of wood debris on the floor the species had generated to create the hole.

From here we headed to look for a Blyth’s Reed Warbler, this bird was singing well but not showing
and so we decided to cut our losses, so to speak, and head on to look at a second Great Grey Owl
nest, this one was quite astonishing, whilst man-made platforms are not as aesthetically pleasing to
look at Goshawk nests, the views of this individual were quite astonishing, it was around 7-8ft off the
ground and sitting incredibly close to where we were standing. I'd like to reiterate that when it
comes to ‘aura’ omitted by a bird, this species has it in spades. It truly is a must-see species. From
here it was time for an early afternoon evening meal, only because we were back out again for the
evening.

For the evening’s birding, we headed to a Tengmalm’s Owl box, sadly as is the nature of birding it
was a bit of a frustrating affair, with most only glancing a pair of eyes in the entrance to a nest hole,
the eyes of a large chick that had no intentions of showing itself to us in full view. But we finished the
evening off with a high, we headed off to a site for Eurasian Eagle Owl site, as we arrived the male
came in, of course to bring some food to his mate. Whilst he perched up at an awkward angle,
participants of the tour very skilfully picked out the female perched up, she afforded some really
excellent views, at one point a Peregrine Falcon came in, and embodied the meaning of the phrase
‘sailing close to the wind’ when it almost lost its life to the female who pursued it briefly with talons
lurched! We watched her for some time and with the day now getting on, we decided to call it
another successful owl night.

THURSDAY 28™ MAY

After alate finish, it was once again time for a very civilised late breakfast. Our first stop of the day
was a little north of the hotel to look for Terek Sandpiper, after exiting the car we took the very
short walk towards the shore and sure enough two of our targets appeared. What followed was the
male putting on quite a show singing, it is worth reiterating how hard it is to connect with breeding
Terek Sandpiper in Europe. We then took a short drive to try our luck with Tengmalm’s Owl, but
we were rudely interrupted when we just simply had to bring the vans to a screeching halt for a
stunning adult male Pallid Harrier, this species westwards expansion across Europe continued
apace, and whilst the reasons for it could be concerning, it is hard not to welcome the sight! This male
was clearly feeding a female somewhere nearby and we watched him carry off prey only to return very
soon after once again hunting the same area. We were not successful with the owl and so instead
headed off to try for the Ortolan Buntings, the wind was strong and we only glimpsed a bird briefly,
it was mainly Yellowhammers galore on this occasion.

After our lunch stop we headed off to Liminka bay, despite the wind there was plenty on offer. Here
we added two male Garganey amongst the Teal for the trip list, we also had some memorable views
of White-tailed Eagles and with patience we eventually got views of Caspian Tern, which was a
trip tick for most of the group. Other highlights in Liminka included Osprey. For the remainder of
the afternoon we tried for Corncrake and Blyth’s Reed Warbler, we were succefull on both fronts,
though we did have to settle for just heard only on the former species, which is of course most typical.
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(Terek Sandpiper - Oulu - May 2026 - © Andrew Kinghorn)

FRIDAY 29" MAY

It was finally time to take the drive eastwards toward Kuusamo, so we got in the vans and headed
that way after breakfast. On route we had our second Pallid Harrier of the trip, this bird a ringtail.
We stopped at a site well known for Icterine Warbler, not only did we score the bird we also had
good views of Blyth’s Reed Warbler, after a run of bad luck with that species we had seemingly
turned the corner in terms of our luck! Our first stop in the Kuusamo area started off well, upon
disembarking the vehicle we had a flyover Greater/Lesser Spotted Eagle! Sadly, the bird was just too
brief to obtain good photos of, the impression was likely the former but with hybrids also in Europe
now, we had to settle for either/or on this occasion. On the lake we had stopped at we had good
views of Red-throated Diver and there was also Whimbrel and Wood Sandpiper there too, our
first Waxwing calling was also a sure sign we truly had arrived in Kuusamo.

After lunch it was time for some birding at some of the sites near to where we were staying, we
visited a Little Gull colony where we also had our first breeding Red-necked Grebes of the tour.
From here we headed off to take in yet more breeding plumage Little Gulls as well as more Red-
necked Grebes and stunning breeding plumage Black-throated Divers. We decided to finish off the
day strong and headed off to look for Siberian Tit, with a bit of patience we managed excellent views
of this fabulous looking species, understandably a real tour highlight being one of Finland’s
specialities. After a long day of travel, we decided it was time to call it a day, we were going to be up
very early morning the following day.

SATURDAY 30™ MAY

Today we were up at a time that even the larks could consider unsociable, but with barely a breath of
wind and a cloud in the sky it was one of those mornings that was quite simply too good to not apply
ourselves. First stop of the day was a cold but stunning lake, in the distance like some sort of oil
painting a male Black Grouse was lekking atop a tree, his charismatic call echoing over the water.
We then headed to look for Capercaillie, we heard a male lekking but he would not show himself,
that didn’t matter so much as we had roadside Siberian Jay as well as Rustic Bunting. With the
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morning now getting on (in terms of woodland grouse timekeeping!) we headed off to look for
Wryneck, it really did not take long before a male showing himself at the roadside. From here it was
time for another icon of Kuusamo, after a short walk we located at least two male Red-flanked
Bluetails, a short while later we had good views of Greenish Warbler. Our final stop added Crested
Tit to the trip list, always a well-received species. We headed back to the hotel for a well-earned
breakfast and some downtime.

(Red-flanked Bluetail - Kuusamo - May 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn)
In the afternoon we targeted some of the birds where it is less critical to be out early or late, with this
in mind we decided to try and look for Taiga Bean Goose, on route we stopped to check some of
their favoured foraging fields, whilst we were unsuccessful, we did encounter a flyover Golden Eagle.
Our next stop was more productive, we located a substantial flock of Taiga Bean Geese as well as a
whole host of other great birds, including our first Smew of the trip. Another cracking end to a day’s
birding in Kuusamo.

SUNDAY 315t MAY

Once again it was up early, but this time we had a well-deserved additional hour in bed. Our main
targets were the missing grouse, whilst we were not successful with Willow Grouse we did finally,
with patience secure views for everyone of Hazel Grouse. We finished the trip on a high with
Willow Tit and singing Rustic Bunting.

After packing our bags, we made our way back to Oulu airport where we got our connecting flight to
Helsinki then back to Heathrow where the tour concluded.
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Systematic List

LIST KEY:

.= Species expected to be encountered regularly on a typical tour of Finland during this period.
= Species less likely to be seen routinely, but with focused effort are still reasonably

achievable.

= Species that are difficult to observe on a standard tour and generally require targeted searching;

this category also includes vagrants.
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Species List Scientific name
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Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus
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