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INTRODUCTION

April in Extremadura offers some of the best early spring birding in southern Europe, the weather is
largely settled, and whilst you can get showery days and strong winds, the prevailing weather tends
to be mild calm days with sunny skies. The following account is a summary of key highlights of
events and birds seen during the tour. Please note that the day narratives are by no means intended to
be exhaustive, instead they outline highlights for each day. For the sake of consistency all species
below possess names as defined by IOC World Bird List version 15.1, and to this author’s best
knowledge are correct as of April 2026. The tour was led by Andrew Kinghorn.

THURSDAY 9 APRIL

The day was primarily devoted to travel, arriving in Madrid mid-late afternoon, we then had a drive
westward to our accommodation for the entirety of the tour, staying close to Trujillo. There was time
for some brief birding when we made a comfort stop on the way, this yielded our first Red-rumped
Swallows and White Storks of the trip. There were even some excellent birds seen from the vehicle
on the way, with both Black and Griffon Vultures, and surprises came in the form of both Great
Spotted Cuckoo and Iberian Green Woodpecker.

FRIDAY 10™ APRIL

For our first full in day in Extremadura a decision was made to head south, our first stop of the day
was Campo Lugar. Upon exiting the vehicle, we were greeted with great views of Zitting Cisticola
and a flyby Great Bustard was a brilliant start, a flyover Yellow Wagtail was well received but
distant Rollers were a little frustrating. It was a short drive for the next target, but with a little
patience we did see our first Black-winged Kite of the trip, whilst we waited there was plenty to
keep us occupied, with our first European Bee-Eaters of the trip and nest building White Storks are
always well received. A stop by a water area close by gave us good views of Common Waxbills and a
surprise Common Kingfisher flew over, Common Nightingale sang from the undergrowth and both
Whinchat and Common Stonechat showed well. The real reason we stopped was for the Iberian
Magpies, they are typically elusive but with patience you can get some good views.

A stop at the river crossing over the Rio Gargaligas was fantastic, it produced our only Pied
Flycatcher of the trip, and we got visuals of both Great Reed Warbler and Common Nightingale.
The wires here were alive with EFuropean Bee-Eaters and some additional Common Waxbills flitted
round the bushes. We then headed to Benquerencia de la Serena for a walk up to the ruined castle,
here we had good views of our main target; Black Wheatear but the real star of the show was a
showy adult Egyptian Vulture which came over ridiculously low. On the top of the castle itself we
had further views of both Black and Griffon Vultures low overhead, some even at eyelevel. Another
star here was our best views on the tour of Alpine Swifts, once again whizzing past us at eyelevel. An
all too brief and slightly distant Bonelli’s Eagle was frustrating, as was an immature Spanish
Imperial Eagle that by the time it had turned was out over the plains.

We spent the remainder of the afternoon out on the plains at La Serena, this area has been touted by
many to be the best area in Europe for steppe birding. The stop lived up to its name, within minutes
of arriving we were enjoying our first Collared Pratincoles of the trip, as well as Calandra Larks
almost quite literally all over the place. A recently ploughed field held Pin-tailed Sandgrouse that
were being helpfully flushed by a female Montagu’s Harrier. Scanning produced male Montagu’s
Harrier and not long after our first Little Bustard of the trip. The standout highlight here though
were a small part of Great Bustards which put on a superb flyby, close enough to allow for some
photos. There was just enough time to call in for the Black-winged Kite on the way back to the
hotel, and thankfully the bird performed well on this visit and allows for prolonged scope views both
in flight and perched.

SATURDAY 11" APRIL

Today centred on Monfragiie National Park, a place that, in the author’s opinion, provides everything
needed for one of the best birding days in Europe. Our first stop was at the viewpoint known as Salto
del Gitano/Pena Falcon, here we had superb views of European Serin just below the viewpoint on
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arrival, it was chased off by a zealous Western Subalpine Warbler, all this of course to the typical
backdrop of nesting Black Stork, soaring Griffon Vultures, and a screeching Peregrine Falcon
overhead. One tree below the viewpoint we named ‘the magic tree’ as in the space of a few minutes
we had seen Rock Bunting, European Serin, Blue Rock Thrush, and Cirl Bunting within its
branches. It was time for a quick toilet stop at Villarreal de San Carlos, where we had some of our
only Little Ringed Plover of the trip, and Thekla Larks can be easy to encounter here.

At Mirador de la Portilla del Tietar we decided to take our lunch and dig in for a long watch, it was
worth it; Egyptian Vulture floated by and our only Osprey of the trip flew over too, alongside the
ever-present Griffon and Black Vultures it reinforced just how small this species is by comparison.
Our first eagle of the day put in an appearance, and to the amazement of most it was a Golden Eagle!
We had to wait a little longer but then finally the real prize appeared with Spanish Imperial Eagle
overhead, this viewpoint is arguably the most reliable place in Extremadura in which to encounter
this species. After this excitement we explored more of the park where we saw both Thekla and
Wood Lark, after this stop we had brief views of a Dartford Warbler, and with patience more views
of both Western Subalpine Warbler and Western Black-eared Wheatear. Back towards Pefia
Falcon we had more views of what I presume was the same Golden Eagle, just at the opposite end of
the national park, as well as a cracking singing Black Redstart. Our final passerine highlight of the
day in the park came in the form of Western Orphean Warbler which showed well, this can be a
tricky passerine in which to catch up with once males stop singing. We finished off the day at back at
Portilla del Tietar, where once again we got excellent views of both Black and Griffon Vultures and
then once again Spanish Imperial Eagle put in an appearance, this time showing slightly better.
Content with another fantastic day’s birding in Extremadura we retreated back to our
accommodation for the evening.

-

Black (Cinerous) Vulture — Trujillo — April 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn

SUNDAY 12™ APRIL

It was up and out back to the steppe after breakfast, first stop of the day was to Cordel de Los
Cerralbos. On arrival we had our only Tawny Pipit of the trip; it helpfully perched itself up on the
fence allowing for really brilliant views. As is typical for steppe the Calandra Larks were in good
voice and were showing well too. On the steppe itself a displaying male Little Bustard made its
presence known, and behind it Great Bustards strutted their stuff proudly, with both sexes showing
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well allowing for a comparison of plumage variations. Flyover sandgrouse here came in the form of
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, they flew overhead and landed in a distant cattle field, doubtless where a
water was present for thirsty cattle to drink. Another standout highlight here was an adult Spanish
Imperial Eagle that showed very well, allowing for that blonde head and white shoulder patches to
be observed, a quintessential species of the region. From here we headed a short distance towards
Llanos de Caceres, sadly the wind was picking up considerably and the steppe here was very quiet,
with nothing particularly of note on this visit. With the wind increasing, we moved into a sheltered
valley near Santa Marta de Magasca, this was productive in the sense we got great views of bathing
European Serins, as well as nesting Spanish Sparrows, the ever-present European Bee-Eaters were
of course well received here too. Coming out the valley a Red-legged Partridge in the middle of the
road allowed all participants for their best views on the trip of this beautifully marked species, which
is of course, native to the region.

The afternoon was spent on the plains to the north-east of Santa Marta, sadly this area appears to
have somewhat fallen out of favour with bustards, but we did get fabulous views of Lesser Kestrel
and a roadside female Montagu’s Harrier right by the side of the vehicle. A slow drive south-west
produced excellent views of a few species, but most notable was the sheer volume of White Storks,
which were seemingly everywhere, including a nesting colony which also contained Grey Heron. We
had good views here of both Woodchat Shrike and Iberian Grey Shrike as well as Booted Eagle and
Spanish Sparrows. From here we headed to the bullring at Trujillo, I am happy to report that bull
fighting here is very much a thing of the past, instead the whole site has been repurposed as a nesting
colony of Lesser Kestrels, we watched multiple pairs go about their business, including males
bringing in reptiles and running under the custom installed tiles for nesting. One last look on the
plains was brief, whilst Great Bustard was still present the wind had gotten up considerably and the
dust clouds from the roads were making viewing largely unpleasant, with this in mind we decided it
was time to call it a day.

Montagu’s Harrier — Santa Marta — April 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn
MONDAY 13™ APRIL

We headed to look for Spectacled Warbler after breakfast, but despite considerable effort we drew a
blank in slightly windy weather. However, we did manage some great views of Dartford Warbler
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and we had Crested and Thekla Larks were abundant, and of course both Black and Griffon
Vultures were represented. After this we headed to the nature reserve known as Arrocampo, this is a
very large extensive area with multiple observation towers within its complex. With it being our first
proper wetland visited on the trip, the new birds to the trip list came thick and fast. Our very first
stop produced fantastic views of Little Bittern, whilst Western Swamphen called from the reedbed,
another star here was undoubtedly the reeling Savi’s Warbler. Upon returning to the vehicle a
skilfully picked out Great Spotted Cuckoo was well received, if not somewhat briefer than hoped.
Exploring the other observation areas was well worth the effort with great views of Gull-billed Tern
(with patience) and Purple Herons performed well, a flyby Eurasian Spoonbill was nice and close
and it was a pretty good vista for our lunch stop. After lunch we added multiple Great Egrets to the
day tally, extremely good views of Black-winged Kite were very well received and Common
Sandpiper was new for the trip list, the Iberian Magpies continued to tease us by showing only
briefly, too clever!

After engaging in the Spanish tradition of a Siesta, we headed out for some later afternoon birding
into the evening. The Belen Plains proved to be Bustard-less for us, but some close roadside Black and
Griffon Vultures were fantastic as they fed on an unknown carcass. From here we headed back to
Pena Falcon for more spectacle, it was fantastic to see low flying Griffon Vultures and a high-flying
Black Vulture was mobbed by a Peregrine Falcon which looked comically small by comparison.
Both Blue Rock Thrush and Rock Bunting were accounted for and the former showed very well.
Finishing off the day at Portilla del Tietar produced a brief flyover Eurasian Eagle Owl - target
secured. With Griffon Vultures all grounded for the night and the day getting on, it was decided to
call it a day and we retreated back to the hotel for a well-deserved late evening meal before bed.

Little Bittern — Arrocampo — April 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn

TUESDAY 14™ APRIL

Our final day’s birding was ahead. The early morning mist was not helpful to begin with, but did add
atmosphere as the Great Bustards appeared from the gloom, and a Little Bustard walked into view
allowing for both bustard species to be seen in the same scope view at the same time. Once again
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Spanish Imperial Eagle put in an appearance and once the mist had lifted the sandgrouse started to
move, we saw multiple good-sized flocks of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and singles of Black-bellied
Sandgrouse, the latter had been a tricky species to connect with on this particular trip. We took a
scenic route and it paid dividends when a dark morph Montagu’s Harrier put in appearance and a
more typically plumaged male sat in the middle of the road! Stopping along the road allowed for
stunning views of Short-toed and Booted Eagles. A roadside pool held two trip ticks; Gadwall and
Northern Shoveler.

We took a short drive to La Serena, on the way we checked some agricultural land and had some
flyover Collared Pratincoles, we then checked the road bridge area we visited on the first day, we
added Red Avadavat to the trip list, both European Bee-Eater and Great Reed Warbler were both
well represented once again. Our final few hours birding were some of the best of the trip, once again
we were serenaded by Calandra Larks, more views of male Montagu’s Harriers and the best of all
came from a flyover immature Spanish Imperial Eagle and roadside Great Bustards. A charming
Little Owl showed well too. It was a fantastic way to close out the tour, a truly memorable final
afternoons birding in Extremadura.

Spanish Imperial Eagle — La Serena — April 2026 - © Andrew Kinghorn

WEDNESDAY 15™ APRIL
The day was devoted entirely to travel, after breakfast we headed back eastwards towards Madrid
where the tour concluded, we then took our flights in the afternoon back to London.

Oriole Birding é Extremadura 2026



Systematic List

LIST KEY:
.= Expect to see regularly on a typical tour to Extremadura during this time period.

= Less likely to see on a typical tour to Extremadura, but with effort likely to be encountered
during this time period.
= Difficult to see on a typical tour to Extremadura during this time period, likely to require
targeted effort.
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Species List Scientific name

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata
Gadwall Mareca strepera
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus
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Aquila chrysaetos
Picus sharpei
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Golden Eagle
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Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Spanish Imperial Eagle — La Serena — April 2026 — © Andrew Kinghorn
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