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Sunday 4 October 

Weather: SW wind 25 mph; grey and overcast, with occasional light rain. 

Most of the group had travelled by minibus from Norfolk and stayed overnight at the 

Somerton Hotel, Lockerbie. After breakfast we continued north to Lunan Bay, just south of 

Montrose, to look for a reported White-winged Scoter before catching the ferry to Shetland. 

From the dunes we scanned the sea, where around 2,000 Common Scoters were gathered in 

long, loose flocks, accompanied by smaller numbers of Velvet Scoters. A possible White-

winged Scoter was picked out, but views were too distant and brief to truly confirm its 

identity. Several hundred auks, mainly Guillemots with some Razorbills, were present, as 

were around 80 Red-breasted Mergansers, seven Long-tailed Ducks—including a striking 

male—four Wigeon and six Barnacle Geese. Red-throated Divers, Shags, Little Gulls and 

Kittiwakes were also noted. A final scan of the beach added Ringed Plover and Sanderling. 

A pair of Sparrowhawks circled over nearby trees, while Mistle Thrush, Yellowhammer 

and Pied Wagtail were seen near the car park. We also added Common Eider while driving 

through Montrose. 

After lunch we boarded the ferry, which departed slightly ahead of schedule. From the top 

deck we saw three Arctic Terns, Guillemots, Razorbills, Cormorants and Shags around 

the harbour, followed offshore by Gannets and large numbers of Kittiwakes. Arctic and 

Great Skuas gave excellent views alongside the boat, and several Puffins were seen. An 

impressive flock of around 100 Barnacle Geese flew past and towards land. 

Monday 5 October 

Weather: W wind, 16°C; very windy (35–50 mph), with occasional sunny spells and one 

brief, heavy shower.      

We arrived in Lerwick on time and met the remaining members of the group before heading 

to the docks to look for a long-staying female King Eider.  

Initially distant, the bird eventually came closer to our sheltered viewpoint, allowing useful 

comparison with Common Eiders: its paler plumage, bill shape and distinctive facial pattern 

clearly seen. Other sightings included winter-plumaged Black Guillemots, a calling Rock 

Pipit and skeins of Pink-footed Geese. 

At Clickimin Loch, six Tufted Ducks and two Red-breasted Mergansers were on the 

water, while nearby trees held at least four Siskins and two Lesser Redpolls. We then 

searched near Bixter for a reported Great Grey Shrike, unfortunately drawing a blank. 

Tingwall Loch was next for lunch, where the nearby hillside held Curlews, Golden Plovers, 

Ruff, Dunlin and Turnstones. 

News of an Arctic Warbler at Gott drew us to a plantation, but the bird remained elusive in 

the wind and dense cover. A calling Yellow-browed Warbler was some consolation, 

although it was not seen. Stops farther south produced Swallows and a Redwing at 



Levenwick, and several hundred Golden Plovers, Ruff, Dunlin, Common Snipe and Pink-

footed Geese at Fleck. We finished at the Pool of Virkie, where a solitary Whooper Swan 

was the highlight. 

 

Female King Eider Lerwick Harbour 

Tuesday 6 October 

Weather: 12°C; light-to-moderate breeze, mostly cloudy with brighter spells and an 

occasional shower. 

We began with a walk from the hotel towards Sumburgh Farm. Four Whooper Swans flew 

over, two Common Snipe fed beside the garden pond, and a Grey Wagtail passed calling 

overhead. Two Northern Wheatears were perched on a dry-stone wall, and four redpolls 

flew over on our return. 

The quarry near Sumburgh Head was quiet, so we continued to the lighthouse and cliffs. In 

the sunshine, Shags rested on the cliffs and Gannets fed offshore. On our return, we stopped 

at Grutness, at a garden there, finding two Bramblings and two Yellow-browed Warblers, 

which showed well before a shower arrived. 

At Fleck we searched successfully for a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, but it unfortunately flew 

before everyone had seen it properly. A stop at the old hotel at Spiggie produced two Yellow-

browed Warblers, and a Dunnock, the latter not a common bird on Shetland. From the hide 

at Loch Spiggie, we watched Whooper Swans, Wigeon and Tufted Ducks, with 

Goldeneye, several Scaup—including fresh-looking males—and a Slavonian Grebe among 

them. 



Exnaboe was next, where a Common Redstart was our best sighting, before heading to 

Fladdabister for a reported Arctic Warbler. After an initially quiet search, the bird appeared 

in a garden behind the house and gave excellent views. A final stop at Levenwick produced 

seven Swallows, a male Blackcap and another Brambling. 

 

Arctic Warbler 

Wednesday 7 October 

Weather: Light SW wind, around 12°C; mainly sunny despite a forecast of rain, with one 

prolonged shower. 

After checking the bay and gardens near the hotel, we headed to nearby Grutness again, 

where a Red-throated Diver and Black Guillemots were in the bay. A stop near Boddam 

revealed a flock of finches in a harvested field which proved to be mostly Twite. A nearby 

Hooded Crow was harassing a Merlin, which had caught prey and was watched, settled, as it 

sat on a fence post to eat it. 

At Levenwick, we finally caught up with the Western Siberian Stonechat. Most of the 

group enjoyed reasonable views before it disappeared again. A Song Thrush and Chiffchaff 

were also new for the trip, and a Slavonian Grebe was just offshore. We sadly found a dead 

Jack Snipe beside the road, apparently a traffic casualty. 

Near Hoswick, seven Mealy Redpolls showed well and offered a useful comparison with the 

Lesser Redpolls seen earlier in the week. We had lunch by the beach in sunshine and calm 

conditions, with another Merlin passing over the fields. The nearby gardens and the Orca Inn 



produced a few common migrants, including Goldcrest, Willow Warbler, Brambling, 

Blackcap and Chiffchaff. 

Later, at Spiggie, we found the reported Red-backed Shrike perched on fence posts along 

the field edge, where it remained in view for around 20 minutes.  

 

        Red-backed Shrike at Spiggie Loch 

News then came of a Western Bonelli’s Warbler at nearby Skelberry. After an initial spell 

in which it disappeared, the bird reappeared and gave the group some fantastic views in the 

evening sun. 

Thursday 8 October 

Weather: 10°C; light northerly wind, sunny with scattered cloud. 

A very productive day which began at West Voe, where two drake Long-tailed Ducks and a 

Great Northern Diver were offshore. At Spiggie Loch, we quickly located both the reported 

drake American Wigeon, and the Red-backed Shrike seen the previous day. Greater 

Scaup, Goldeneye and Slavonian Grebe were also present. 

At Fleck, two Wheatears were on waste ground and movement in the vegetation revealed 

our hoped-for target, a Bluethroat. We then watched it moving through the cover and 

occasionally coming into full view. 

Next came a remarkable opportunity at Sumburgh Hotel, where a Lanceolated Warbler had 

been found inside a building, trapped, and then ringed for release. A rapid transit south saw 



us amongst the assembled waiting crowd, seeing it well in the hand before watching it fly 

away.  

 

Lanceolated Warbler being released. 

A return visit to Levenwick finally gave much better views of the Western Siberian 

Stonechat, with a European Stonechat nearby for comparison. 

While having lunch at Spiggie Loch, we searched the seed crop for a reported Common 

Rosefinch and were rewarded when it appeared among the sparrows, giving everyone good 

views. At Clickimin Loch, we found the elusive Olive-backed Pipit in woodland scrub; 

views were brief and depended on where each observer stood. 

Our final stop was near Hillswick, where a Radde’s Warbler was feeding in iris beds. 

Although it often stayed low in the grass, it also showed well in the open, providing an 

excellent end to a memorable day. 

Friday 9 October 

Weather: Strong W wind, with rain during the morning; clearing around lunchtime, then 

brighter with lighter winds. 

Rain and strong winds delayed our departure by half an hour, but with little sign of a break, 

we set off anyway. Redwings were arriving in numbers this morning, with flocks repeatedly 

lifting from roadside fields as we travelled. A Red Grouse beside the road gave particularly 

good views. 



We visited Eshaness Lighthouse and Murrion before returning briefly to the hotel. As the 

weather began to brighten, a walk nearby produced more Redwings, several Bramblings and 

a calling redpoll. At Ronas Voe, Redwings again dominated, with a few Bramblings among 

them. 

The most productive stop was a well-vegetated garden at Collafirth, where the owners kindly 

invited us in. The small wood held a Pied Flycatcher and a Yellow-browed Warbler, and 

several Fieldfare too.  

 

      Pied Flycatcher at Collafirth 

Ollaberry was quiet for passerines, but two Red-throated Divers were on the voe, and a late 

Hummingbird Hawkmoth visited a fuchsia bush. Our final stop, Scatsa Plantation, held 

many Redwings and Blackbirds, with a Woodpigeon new for the Shetland mainland list. 

Saturday 10 October 

Weather: 12°C; light NW wind, sunny with blue sky and scattered cloud. 

We started the day looking over the nearby voe after breakfast, noting three Otters 

swimming just offshore in the bay. A visit to Unst was on the cards for us today, with us 

noting another Otter as we waited for the ferry to Yell. We then continued across Yell and 

took the ferry to Unst. 

We headed north with our first stop Norwick, where a seed crop held around 50 Bramblings, 

with smaller numbers of Twite and House Sparrows. Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps were 



noted on the walk to the nearby house and garden, along with a Yellow-browed Warbler 

beside the burn. Redwings and Bramblings were conspicuous around the trees. 

 

    One of the half a dozen Yellow-browed Warblers we found during the trip. 

A calling Hawfinch briefly appeared, but quickly disappeared into cover, with only two of 

the group members obtaining good views. A Goldcrest was also found during the search for 

it. 

On the return to the bus, we saw a juvenile Common Tern offshore and Turnstones and 

Ringed Plovers on the beach. After lunch near the Heritage Centre, we visited the Shore 

station and Hermaness area, then made a brief cultural stop at the Viking longhouse and 

longship at Haroldswick. Four Twite were the best birds at Uyeasound before we caught the 

ferry back. 

Two more Otters appeared during the crossing, repeatedly surfacing and diving. The clear 

skies that evening, also gave us a bonus, with a memorable view of the Northern Lights. 

Sunday 11 October 

Weather: 11°C; light northerly wind and sunshine. 

Four Otters were in the voe near the hotel at the start of the day. We revisited Eshaness in 

better weather, seeing three Red Grouse and a Fieldfare among the roadside birds. The 

lighthouse area was quiet, as was Murrion, where a Chiffchaff was the main highlight. At 

Orbister, a flyover redpoll was our best sighting. 



A visit to Yell was our main destination today, with another Red Grouse seen on the way to 

Toft, and a Merlin flew over while we waited for the ferry.  

 

               We had some nice views of Red Grouse on several occasions on the trip. 

On Yell, stops at Cullivoe and Belmont were quiet, with Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps the main 

birds.  

After lunch at Mid Yell, a Wheatear on a rooftop and a Yellow-browed Warbler in a 

garden improved the list.  

A second Yellow-browed Warbler was found at Burravoe before we returned to the 

mainland. Scatsa Plantation on our return was again quiet, apart from Chiffchaffs. 

Monday 12 October 

Weather: 13°C; breezy SSE wind, dry initially, with strengthening wind and rain late 

afternoon. 

Before leaving Hillswick, we checked the voe for Otters, but none were present. A nearby 

garden held around a dozen Bramblings and two Twite. At Swining, Redwings and 

Blackbirds were again common, and another Merlin flew past. 

We detoured to Lerwick after news of a Hornemann’s Arctic Redpoll at the Burn of Sound. 

After a short wait, we found it feeding low on seed heads and enjoyed excellent views of this 

distinctive pale and striking finch. 



 

     Hornemann’s Arctic Redpoll 

At Easter Quarf, we searched for a Grey-cheeked Thrush reported earlier in the week. After 

nearly an hour, it finally appeared, moving into and along a line of trees beside the burn, 

giving us some great views.  

 

                         We enjoyed some nice close views of the Grey-cheeked Thrush. 



We had lunch at Quendale Mill before the strengthening wind prompted a change of plan. 

At Setters Marsh, a flock of several hundred Wigeon included the drake American Wigeon. 

We then watched from the hide at Spiggie Loch before ending the day at the Pool of Virkie, 

where at least ten Bar-tailed Godwits were new for the trip. 

Tuesday 13 October 

Weather: 13°C; very strong S–SW wind (40–50 mph), with rain gradually clearing. 

Heavy rain and strong winds delayed our start today. At the Pool of Virkie, we finally found 

the long-staying juvenile Curlew Sandpiper, helped by more favourable tidal conditions. A 

flooded field at Fleck held Barnacle and Pink-footed Geese, two Bar-tailed Godwits and a 

flock of Golden Plovers. 

At Quendale Mill, Redwings and Blackbirds were plentiful while we searched for a Great 

Grey Shrike reported nearby. The bird eventually appeared on a fence line, giving everyone 

good scope views, before a heavy shower sent it out of sight. It fortunately reappeared, flying 

over the nearby fields before settling beside the burn, allowing longer and more satisfying 

view. 

 

                                       Great Grey Shrike, a distant record shot. 

We then searched unsuccessfully for Jack Snipe at several sites, although Common Snipe 

were plentiful. Hillwell Loch held two Swallows and a Little Grebe, the latter new for the 

trip. News of a Golden Oriole near Lerwick prompted a change of plan, and we were soon 

rewarded with good views of the bird in and around a small, sheltered woodland. 



 

1CY Golden Oriole, A welcome addition on a rather blustery day. 

A last search for Jack Snipe was finally successful with one detected crouched at the edge of 

a small marsh, with a heavy rain shower unfortunately bringing the visit to an early end. 

Wednesday 14 October 

Weather: 13°C; grey and cloudy, with a strong southerly wind around 40 mph, rising to 50 

mph during the journey to Aberdeen. 

We began with another walk to Sumburgh Farm, but the wind made birding difficult, and a 

frustratingly brief glimpse of a small unidentified warbler was all that stood out. At the marsh 

where we had found a Jack Snipe the previous day, thermal cameras detected four heat 

signatures in the deep in grass, but try as we might, we could not locate the birds visually. 

Two members of the group then left us, to spend their final day independently. The rest of us 

visited the hide at Spiggie Loch, where Whooper Swans, Greater Scaup and Goldeneye 

were present. Geosetter Burn was next, but disappointingly quiet. We then searched 

shorelines at Bigton, Ireland and Leebitton for Purple Sandpipers among the Turnstones, but 

drew a blank. 

After lunch at Hoswick, we travelled to Lerwick and spent the remaining couple of hours 

there before boarding the ferry for the return crossing to the mainland. 

 

 

 



Thursday 15 October 

Weather: 13°C; light southerly breeze and cloudy. 

A rough crossing and an unfavourable wind direction delayed our arrival in Aberdeen by 

about an hour. With time available before the journey south, we visited the Ythan Estuary, 

making several roadside stops before finishing at the hide overlooking the mudflats. 

A covey of four Grey Partridges was in a roadside field, and six Tree Sparrows were in 

bushes by the hide. Among the many waders, ducks and gulls were several Goosanders with 

the Red-breasted Mergansers, two Greenshanks, two Curlew Sandpipers, a Ruff and a 

Little Stint. 

After dropping two group members at Aberdeen Airport, the rest of us continued south, 

stopping again at Lunan Bay. Scanning the sea revealed at least 60 Velvet Scoters, around 20 

Red-throated Divers, Red-breasted Mergansers, Common Eiders, three Long-tailed 

Ducks and two Little Gulls. We then continued to the Somerton Hotel in Lockerbie, arriving 

in the late afternoon. 

A few other memories of the trip below, many thanks to Tony, Andy and Eileen for 

sharing their pictures for use in the report.  

 

 

     Western Bonelli’s Warbler  



 

Drake American Wigeon 
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Shetland scenery 
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Species order, names and taxonomy follows - Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018.  IOC World Bird List (v 8.1). http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
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h 
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h 

11t
h 

12t
h 

13t
h 

14t
h 

15t
h Comments 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser   X X X X X X X X X X X   

2 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus   X X X X     X   X X X   

3 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis X   X             X       

4 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   X X   X X X   X X X     

5 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   X X X X     X X X X     

6 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna                   X   X   

7 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata         X       X         

8 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope X   X X X X   X X X X X   

9 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   X X X X X X X X X X X   

10 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca   X   X X     X X X X X   

11 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   X X X X     X X   X     

12 Greater Scaup Aythya marila     X X X           X     

13 Common Eider Somateria mollissima X X X X X   X X   X X X   

14 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra X                     X   

15 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis X       X             X   

16 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula     X   X       X X X     

17 
Red-breasted 
Merganser Mergus serrator 

X X   X X X X X X X   X 
  

18 Goosander Mergus merganser                       X   



19 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus X         X X   X X X X   

20 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer         X                 

21 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata X     X   X           X   

22 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis                   X       

23 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus     X X X                 

24 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis X   X X X   X X           

25 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X X X X X X X X X X X     

26 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo X   X     X   X X     X   

27 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis X X X X X X X X X X X X   

28 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   X X     X X X     X X   

29 Little Egret Egretta garzetta                       X   

30 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus X                         

31 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X                     X   

32 Red Kite  Milvus milvus X                         

33 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     X   X X X X X X X     

34 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra X               X X       

35 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus X X   X X X     X X X X   

36 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria   X X X X X X X X X   X   

37 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   X X X X X X X X X X X   

38 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula X X X X X   X X X X X X   

39 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata X X X X X X X X X X X X   

40 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica                 X X   X   

41 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa                       X   

42 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   X X X X X X X X X X X   

43 Red Knot Calidris canutus                       X   

44 Ruff Calidris pugnax   X X X               X   

45 Sanderling Calidris alba X     X X       X     X   

46 Dunlin Calidris alpina   X X X X       X X   X   

47 Little Stint Calidris minuta                       X   



48 Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus       D           X       

49 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   X X X X X X X X X X     

50 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia                       X   

51 Common Redshank Tringa totanus   X X X X X X X X X X X   

52 Great Skua Stercorarius skua X                         

53 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus X                         

54 Common Guillemot Uria aalge X X X X X   X X   X X X   

55 Razorbill Alca torda X           X X       X   

56 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle   X X X X X X X     X     

57 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica X                         

58 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla X X X X   X X X   X X X   

59 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus X X X X     X X     X X   

60 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus X                     X   

61 Common Gull Larus canus X X X X X X X X X X X X   

62 Herring Gull Larus argentatus X X X X X X X X X X X X   

63 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus X X X X X X X X X X X X   

64 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea X                         

65 Common Tern Sterna hirundo             X             

66 Rock Dove  Columba livia   X X X X X X X X X X X   

67 Common Woodpigeon Columba palumbus X X       X   X       X   

68 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   X       X X X X X   X   

69 Merlin Falco columbarius       X     X X X         

70 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula X                     X   

71 Rook Corvus frugilegus X X                   X   

72 Carrion Crow Corvus corone X X                   X   

73 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix X X X X X X X X X X X     

74 Common Raven Corvus corax   X X X X X X X X X X     

75 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis     X X X X           X   

76 Sand Martin Riparia riparia     X                     



77 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   X X X X         X       

78 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   X X X X X X X X X X X   

79 Goldcrest Regulus regulus       X     X             

80 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       X     X             

81 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita       X X X X X           

82 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus   H X     X X X           

83 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     X X X   X X X X       

84 European Robin Erithacus rubecula X X X X   X X X X     X   

85 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva         X                 

86 
European Pied 
Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

          X             
  

87 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus     X                     

88 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola         X                 

89 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   X X   X     X           

90 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula   X X X X X X X X X X X   

91 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris           X   X X         

92 Redwing Turdus iliacus   X X X X X X X X X X     

93 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos       X   X               

94 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris X X X X X X X X X X X X   

95 Dunnock Prunella modularis     X                 X   

96 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     X                 X   

97 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba X X X X X X X X   X X X   

98 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis X X X X X X X X X X X X   

99 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis                           

100 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus X X X X   X X X X X X X   

101 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus       X                   

102 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs X   X X X X X X           

103 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   X X X   X X X X         

104 Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus         X                 



105 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris X                         

106 Hawfinch 
Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

            X           
  

107 Twite Linaria flavirostris       X X   X   X         

108 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina     X X X             X   

109 Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea       X   X   X X         

110 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret   X X           X         

111 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   X X   X                 

112 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   X X X X X X X X X X X   

113 Velvet Scoter   X                     X   

114 Mistle Thrush   X                         

115 Yellowhammer   X                     X   

116 King Eider     X                       

117 Arctic Warbler       X                     

118 Buff-breasted Sandpiper       X                     

119 Siberian Stonechat         X X                 

120 
Western Bonelli's 
Warbler    

      X                 
  

121 Red Backed Shrike         X X                 

122 American Wigeon           X     X           

123 Lanceolated Warbler           X                 

124 Olive-backed Pipit           X                 

125 Radde's Warbler            X                 

126 Bluethroat           X     X           

127 Red Grouse              X X X           

128 
Arctic Redpoll 
Hornemanni   

                X       
  

129 Grey-cheeked Thrush                   X         

130 Curlew Sandpiper                     X   X   



131 Great Grey Shrike                     X       

132 Golden Oriole                      X       

133 Grey Partridge                         X   

134 Tree Sparrow                         X   

                                

# Other Wildlife   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Comments 

1 Roe Deer                             

2 Rabbit                             

3 Grey Seal                             

4 Common Seal                             

5 Red Admiral                              

6 Wood Mouse                             

7 
Hummingbird Hawk-
moth   

                        
  

8 Otter                             

9 Brown Rat                             

                                

 


